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KEEPING YOUR TREASURED
COMPANIONS SAFE 

Pet Theft Awareness week [www.pettheft.org.uk]

(held in March every year) highlights the issues and

presents us with some startling statistics. Every

week more than 60 dogs are stolen in England and

Wales* with many experts in the field believing this

to be the tip of the iceberg, as theft by finding is

never included in police figures.

It was reported in September 2021 that a new

criminal offence of Pet Abduction is set to be

introduced by the Government. This new offence

will no longer treat a stolen pet as a 'loss of

property' to the owner but recognise pets as

sentient beings who can suffer considerable

emotional distress at the hands of thieves.

At the NAWT, we welcome this new legislation and

the harsher sentences it will carry, for thieves who

bring misery to families, the elderly and the

disabled as well as causing stress to the animals

involved.

Whilst the introduction of a new criminal offence of Pet Abduction will act as a stronger deterrent to thieves,

it won't eradicate the problem entirely; particularly whilst certain breeds of dog are selling at such high price

points. Therefore, it is imperative that pet owners remain vigilant to keep their beloved companions safe.

  

Although it is now compulsory to have dogs microchipped and records kept up to date, we still come across

occasions when we scan an animal on arrival at our centres but are unable to make contact with the owners

as the details are out of date. 

Pet theft is something we hope you never experience, which is why we’ve produced this guide for pet owners

to offer advice on keeping your pet safe and what to do if your pet goes missing or is stolen.

We all have scenarios in life that we just don’t want to think about. Things that make our blood run cold and

our palms sweat at the mere mention of it. One such scenario is if one of our pets was lost or stolen, we

couldn’t bear not knowing where they were or what was happening to them.

*Source: Stolen and Missing Pets Alliance 2014 3.



GIZMO & WIDGET'S STORY
Yorkshire terriers Gizmo and Widget were stolen from

their owner Debbie Matthews’ car while it was parked

in a shopping centre car park in 2006.

Since pet theft was not recognised as anything more

than the equivalent of getting your wallet or phone

stolen, Debbie was forced to take dramatic steps to

help recover the dogs when police said there was

little they could do to help.

Drawing on the support of her late father, Sir Bruce

Forsyth, she was able to run a high profile media

campaign to help recover the dogs and was offered

lots of support by the charity DogLost.

Within a few weeks, both dogs had been returned but

the experience left Debbie with a deep desire to

change the way that cases of stolen dogs are

handled. For example, Debbie discovered that vets

are not legally obliged to routinely scan dogs for

microchips when brought into a surgery for the first

time. Gizmo and Widget were microchipped and their

records were up-to-date, but had they been brought

into a vet, there was little chance of Debbie recovering them. As a result Debbie set up Bruce Forsyth’s Vets

Get Scanning Petition to change the laws surrounding the microchip scanning of pets. Now a NAWT Trustee,

Debbie is also co-founder of the Stolen and Missing Pets Alliance and remains an ardent campaigner for pet

theft law reform.

RUBY'S STORY
Rae Avatar Barnett and Neil Coleman’s world turned upside

down when they were out walking their dogs, Louis and

Ruby, in fields near to their home. Ruby, a four-year-old

whippet-cross disappeared after she ran off to chase some

rabbits. Ruby was used to being off-lead and until that day,

she had always come back to her owners when called. After

more than a year since Ruby’s disappearance, the couple

are still frantically searching for their beloved dog.  They’ve

spent nights camping out to investigate alleged sightings

and even hired sniffer dogs and helicopters to search further

afield for the dog. So far they have had no luck. Ruby’s

owners have reported her as stolen and potentially sold on

to another part of the country but until they have proof that

Ruby is no longer alive, they will never give up hope of

finding her.
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MILLIE'S STORY
Beth Parmar’s Parson Russell Terrier escaped from her

dog sitter’s garden in 2017 sparking the start of a five-

day emotional ordeal.

Thought to be hiding somewhere in the surrounding fields

and woods, Beth and her family went looking for Millie

day and night, while putting up posters and notices

through DogLost as well as local noticeboards and

Facebook groups.

Messages and calls soon started flooding in with

possible sightings of Millie from around the area. Beth

was overwhelmed by the outpourings of public support

as people gave up their time to try and find her dog.

Eventually, after several sightings, Beth found Millie

hiding close to the field where she had originally

escaped.

Whilst this ordeal was distressing for both Beth and her

dog, she also learnt some useful tips along the way. Most

lost dogs do not stray too far away from where they

went missing, so if your dog does go missing, make sure

to stay local to the area on searches and if you can, 

MINKY'S STORY
Minky the cat went missing in 2011 when her owners

moved from Wiltshire to Somerset. They kept their four

cats in for some time after the move, but when the day

came to let them out, only three came back. Hope began

to fade after weeks of fruitless searching. Meanwhile, at

the other end of the village, Minky had found an old lady

to take care of her. When her new “owner” died and the

cat was brought into NAWT, a routine scan to see if she

had a microchip revealed her original family's’ contact

details. Luckily the mobile number was still correct, and

there were cries of joy when staff told them the happy

news. Minky was reunited with her family that same day. It

was announced by the Government in December 2021

that microchipping cats will become mandatory, which is

something the NAWT has always recommended. Any cat

rehomed by NAWT is automatically microchipped.

leave a scented item behind to try to attract them back to the same spot. Social media is a fantastic, free

source for advertising the loss of a pet as are organisations like Doglost (see details on page 11).
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WHAT TO DO IF YOUR
PET IS LOST OR STOLEN

Be Prepared

Keep a set of up to date photos of your pet from lots of different angles so you can quickly post pictures

on social media or posters.

Write a description of your pet including any distinguishing features, if they are microchipped, tattooed,

neutered etc. so you are ready in an emergency.

Microchip your dog or cat. Dogs must be microchipped by law and must wear a collar and tag bearing

your name and address whilst out in public. You may also want your cat to wear a collar and tag.

Keep all your pet’s documentation in one place to help prove ownership. This will include microchip

numbers, vaccination certificates, registration documents, purchase receipts, rehoming contracts, vet

bills. Also keep some photos of you with your pet over the years.

Make up some slips of paper with your name and phone number on, plus a brief description of your pet

so you have them to hand out if you are searching for your pet.

Keep your details up to date on the microchip database and save their number in your phone.

Keep an updated list of contact details for your microchip database, all your local authority animal

wardens, local vets, local rescues, national missing pet websites, local police and anyone else you may

want to contact if your pet is lost or stolen.
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WHAT TO DO IF YOUR
PET IS LOST OR STOLEN

If your pet is lost or stolen

It is important to act quickly and try to make your pet ‘too hot to handle’.

If your pet is microchipped, immediately inform your microchip database.

Ensure there is someone available to receive calls at the phone number that is on the tag.

If your dog is lost on a walk and you have had no luck calling him, go back to your car as dogs are often

able to find their way back there. If your dog is sociable with people check any areas where people may

gather like cafes or shops. Leave your contact details and a description of your dog just in case.

If your pet has escaped from your garden or is missing locally, search the area (remembering to look up

as well for cats stuck in trees) and hand out your contact details to neighbours, postmen, local dog

walkers and others who cover the local area. Also post your pet’s details on any local Facebook

community site.

Report the loss to your local authority animal warden.

If you believe your pet has been stolen, report the theft to the police and ask for a Crime Reference

Number. Also check if there was any CCTV operating in the area that might provide clues.

Contact other local services to make them aware your pet is missing such as neighbouring local council

animal wardens, local vets, local rescue centres.

Register your pet as missing on as many Missing Pet websites as possible. Useful contacts are on the last

page of this booklet.

Use our templates to put up your own missing pet posters and place them everywhere you can in the

area local to your home or where the pet went missing. Do remember to take them down when you are

eventually reunited with your pet.

Make full use of social media using Facebook , Twitter and even YouTube. You can also contact the local

radio and local papers.
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Discovering your pet has been stolen and never knowing what happened to him has to be an owner’s worst

nightmare. It is every owner’s responsibility to ensure their pets are kept as secure as possible.

Dogs can be stolen for a number of reasons:

 

How can you keep your dog safe?

       for sale, thieves will stop at nothing to steal a whole litter to sell.

Source: http://news.morethan.com/pressrelease/view/1461

Over 50% of dogs are stolen from gardens. Make sure your garden is secure and no-one can enter

without your knowledge. Don’t leave your dog unsupervised in the garden, keep an eye on him at

all times – it only takes seconds to lift a dog over the fence.

19% of dogs are taken from breaking into homes. If your dog is left at home, make sure your home

security is good. Be aware if anyone has been watching your house and your movements.

16% of stolen dogs are taken from owners out walking their dogs. Vary the times you walk and the

routes you take and beware of strangers asking you questions about your dog or trying to play with

him or her. Also, teach your dog to come back to you when called (recall training). Dogs running off

can become vulnerable to thieves.

7% of dog thefts are dogs that have been tied up outside shops or other premises. They are an

easy target for any opportunist thief.

Dogs left in locked cars are also an easy target even if you leave the car for just a few minutes and

5% of all stolen dogs are taken from vehicles.

Neutering your dog will reduce the risk of a dog being stolen for breeding purposes

Ensure your dog wears a collar and tag at all times, even in the house. This is a legal requirement in

public places. Do not put your dog’s name on the tag because a friendly dog could easily be

enticed away if its name is called.

Choose a dog walker, dog sitter or boarding kennels carefully. Ideally take recommendations from

people you trust and do ask for and check any references.

50% of dogs stolen are puppies or young adults. Be extra vigilant if you have a pregnant bitch or a

litter of puppies. Be especially careful if you have advertised the puppies 

PREVENTING YOUR DOG
BEING STOLEN

Ransom – many owners will offer a reward with no questions asked.

To order – particularly pedigree dogs for breeding or for export.

Dog fighting – it is alleged that some dogs are taken as bait for dog fighting.

Selling on – the internet makes this an easy, anonymous task.

Breeding – either as puppy farm stock or just to make money selling puppies.
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LOST DOG

HAVE YOU SEEN _______? LOST
IN _____ ON ______ PLEASE 
CONTACT _____ ON ____________.



LOST CAT

HAVE YOU SEEN _______? LOST
IN _____ ON ______ PLEASE 
CONTACT _____ ON ____________.



USEFUL CONTACTS
DogLost  

www.doglost.co.uk

Telephone: 01633 673859

Email: admin@doglost.co.uk

Twitter: @doglostuk

Facebook: doglost.co.uk

National Pet Register UK

www.nationalpetregister.org

Email: admin@nationalpetregister.org

Facebook: Pet Register

Twitter: @petregister

Animal Search UK

www.animalsearchuk.co.uk/search

Telephone: 01244 355 247

Email: info@animalsearchuk.co.uk

Facebook: Animal Search UK

Twitter: @animalsearchuk

Check-a-Chip

www.check-a-chip.co.uk

On the above website you input your pet’s microchip

number and find out which database it is registered with 

and the phone number for that database.

Pet Theft Awareness

www.pettheft.org.uk

Email: contact@pettheft.org.uk

Facebook: Pet Theft Awareness

Twitter: @pettheftaware

Vets Get Scanning

www.VetsGetScanning.co.uk

Facebook: Bruce Forsyth's Vets Get Scanning Petition
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Find out more about the NAWT: www.nawt.org.uk


